Pathomorphological and biosynthetic changes in gastric epithelium during chronic duodenal ulcer.
We studied structural changes and biosynthetic processes in the gastric epithelium in patients with chronic duodenal ulcer. The severity of alterative ultrastructural changes in surface epithelial and glandular cells progressively increased from proximal to distal portion of the stomach. Biosynthesis of nucleic acids within the epithelium depended on the morphofunctional state of epitheliocytes. DNA biosynthesis in the fundus was less intensive. The intensity of RNA synthesis did not differ between various gastric regions. Our results suggest that structural and metabolic dimorphism of the fundic and pyloric epithelium underlies pathological changes in the mucosa during ulcer disease.